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The Establishment of the Archaeological City of Taoujera (Tokra)

Fouad bin Taher

Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Omar Al-Mukhtar University

Abstract: The research deals with the history of the city of Taoujera (Tokra). It deals with the contra-
dictions and differences in the ancient sources that talk about the founding of the archaeological city.
Ancient literary sources show a lack of data and confusion in knowing where and when the city was
founded, which raises questions and creates difficulties in understanding its precise history. The main
difference comes between the narratives of Herodotus and Pindar, as Herodotus indicates that Taukhira
belongs to the people of Cyrenaica and assumes that it was founded to take advantage of coastal re-
sources, while Pindar mentions that it was founded by the city of Kyreni. The founding date of the city
of Cyrenaica, according to Herodotus, is linked to the reign of King Arcesilaus Il after 570 BC, suggest-
ing that the establishment of Taukhira occurred after this date. Although viewpoints differ among con-
temporary historians, the history of Tajera still remains controversial and a subject of ongoing research
and exploration to better understand it due to the contradictions and ambiguous evidence available.
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"It is more logical to assume than Taucheira was settled by people of Barca to exploit the resources of the coastal plain

to follow the scholiast to pindar (Pythian Ode 4-26) and make it a foundation of Cyrene"(l).
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(OHerodote, Histoires, IV, 171.
@Pindari, Pyth Ode, 1V, 26.
(OC. H. Kraeling, Ptolemais, city of the Libyan pentapolis, note 11, p.3: cf. H. R. wright, "Fxcavations at Tocra" Pales-

tine Fxploration Quarterly, 95, 1962.p.23.
@Herodote, op. cit, 160.

®F. Chamoux, Cyrene sous la monarchie des Battiades, Paris, 1953, p.136.
(hJean-Raymond Pacho, Relation d'un voyage dans la Marmarique, la Cyrenaique et les oasis de Audjelah et de Ma-

radeh, Paris, 1827, p.185; Douglas I. Johnson, Jabal al —Akhdar, Cyrenaica; An historical Geography of settlement
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and Livelihood, Chicago, 1973, p.100-101: J.Boardman and J. Hayes, Excavations at Tocra 1963-1965. The archa-
ic deposis I, The British School of archacology at Athens, supplementary Volume No. 4, p.13.

@], Boardman, and J. Hayes, Iden.

()], Boardman, "Evidence for the dating of Greek settlements in Cyrenaica" The annual of the British School at Athens.
Vol. 61, 1966, pp.153-156.

@J.N.Dore, "El-Merj (Anient Barca) A summary report on the 1989 season" Libyan Studies, Vol 21, 1990, p.19-
22.....,"Excavation at "El-Merj (Ancient Barca); a first report on the 1990 season", Libyan Studies, Vol 22, 1991, p
91-105, "Excavations at El-Merj (ancient Barca); a first report on the 1991" Libyan Studies, Vol 23, 1992, p.101-
105; J.N.Dore, J.S.Rowan and J.P. Davidson, "Fieldwork at EI-Merj (Ancient Barca); a first report on the 1992
season”, Libyan Studies, Vol. 24, 1993, p117-120.

(DF. Chamoux, op. cit, p225.
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®F, Chamoux, op. cit, pp. 114,128.
“Herodote, op. cit.159.
(OF, Chamoux, op. cit. pp. 128-129.
@J. Boardman, "Evidence for the dating of Greek settlements in Cyrenaica" p.156.
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(OG. p. Schaus, The extra-mural sanctuary of Demeter and Persephone at Cyrene, Libya. Vol. 11: The East Greek,

Iland, and Laconian pottery, University Museum Monograph 56, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphial985
pp.3-4.

Mlbid. pp. 106-107.

@1bid. p. 107: J. Boardman and J. Hayes, Excavations at Tocra 1963-1965. The archaic deposits I. p.73.

@M. Cary and J. Boardman, "Thasos" The Oxford Classical Dictionary, 2" edition 1970, (editor) N.G.L. Hamond
&H.H. Scullard, Great Britain, p. 1051.

“J. Boardman and J. Hayes, Fxcavations at Tocra 1963-1965. The archaic deposits. 1. p.73, cf note .

(G, P. Schaus, op. cit. p.108.
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