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The Role of Colonial Cultural Models in Hindering Development

Sheikh Ahmed Al-Jilani
Department of Sociology, College of Arts and Sciences (Al-Qubba), Omar Al-Mukhtar University

Abstract: This research aims to shed light on the role of the "Cultural Models Mechanism," established
by colonial powers as a characteristic or identity for the Third World. It has become so ingrained that it
attributes its perceived backward traits to itself, defending and considering them as intrinsic qualities.
Moreover, it views others as inherently rejected and denies them the right to a distinct identity. These
factors hindered the adoption of a philosophical and educational reference derived from the heritage,
history, and present issues of nations that fell victim to colonization or granted themselves a share of
independence. The researcher argues that the colonizer is condemned for much deeper issues than can
be simply evaluated materially. The colonial legacy has produced cultural and psychological disabilities
that continue to influence entire nations, undermining their efforts in organizing developmental and cre-
ative actions, understanding their identity, establishing criteria for interrelations, and overcoming the
colonial references that divided them, mocking their sovereignty.
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