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Praise be to God, and prayers and peace be upon the Messenger of God,

may God’s prayers and peace be upon him

Summary of a master’s thesis in history from the Department of
Postgraduate Studies, Faculty of Arts, Omar Al-Mukhtar University, entitled
“The Janissary in Tripoli, the West from 1551-1826 AD"

The subject of this study is "The Janissary in Tripoli, the West from (1551-
1826 AD)" and aims to define the role of the Janissary army in the state of
Tripoli, and it is known that this army had a major role in the expansion of
the Ottoman Empire and the consolidation of its presence in its affiliated
states, including Tripoli, in the West, where the Janissary army was present.
It has been in it since 1551 AD, that is, since the first year in which the
country entered under the subordination of the Ottoman Empire after the
people of Tripoli sought the help of the Ottoman Sultan to help them get rid
of the rule of the Knights of Malta, and the result was that this state became
one of the states of North Africa most affected by the actions of the
Janissaries who interfered in all its affairs, And they imposed on them their
will and orientations, and in addition to the preface, the study is divided into
four chapters. Chapter One "The Ottoman Presence in Tripoli, West 1551
AD" deals with the way or how the Janissaries entered the city of Tripoli and
shows the methods they followed to control the reins of government, and
since their control was coupled with force It was necessary to highlight their
military barracks, their most important types of weapons, and their military
functions They also assumed their ranks, in addition to the role they played
internally and externally, especially their contribution to subjugating the
eastern and southern outskirts of the country by annexing Fezzan and

Cyrenaica to the Wilayat of Tripoli.
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The second chapter, "The role of the lJanissaries in political and
administrative life," which sheds light on the role played by the Janissaries
and their leaders in the political life of the Tripoli state and how they
intervened in the affairs of government in order to impose political control
and hegemony on the country until they had the first role in its political life,
although their mission The main task was only to maintain security and
order in this state, but they later turned into a large force that exposed the
country to many problems and reached the point of their manipulation in
appointing and isolating the rulers according to their whims and their own
interests and without regard to the interest of the country, as well as their
clear and obvious role in all aspects. They had administrative titles and
positions of their own, and many of them were able, thanks to their
distinction, to become senior state officials, which gave them the

opportunity to play more influential roles in the life of the state.

The third chapter, "The Social Impact of Janissary in Tripoli, the West" deals
with the study of the ways in which the Janissaries merged with the people
in Tripoli, the West, especially through the intermarriage that took place
between the soldiers and the people, which ended with their involvement in
Tripolitania society, as it generated the emergence of a new class called the
Korgal class, which played its role An important role in the life of Tripoli
during the Ottoman era, in addition to that, despite the fact that the
Janissaries were not bound by any Sharia except what was dictated by the
will of the governor, however, they had their religious role represented in
transmitting a set of religious customs and practices that the state of Tripoli
did not know, but which later became a part It is inseparable from the
heritage of the Tripolitan society, and it was also necessary to reveal the

practices of the Janissary forces that they committed against the local
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population, especially since their rule was characterized by cruelty, chaos,
and the large number of taxes that burdened the impoverished Tripolitan
man, who was not satisfied with the Janissary soldiers and had a hostile

attitude towards them and rejected their practices unjust.

The fourth chapter, "The economic role of the Janissaries in Tripoli, the
West," focuses on their role in the country's economic life, in which they
clearly interfered and worked by all illegal means and methods to obtain
material gains to the extent that they even interfered in matters of trade and
industry and exploited the lands and divided it among themselves and at the
same time they did not By any effort to improve the country’s deteriorating
economic conditions, which they were one of the most important reasons
for its deterioration, and the chapter concludes by talking about the end of
the Janissaries. After the passage of time, weakness began to creep into their
ranks, especially after their mixing with civilians, so their military character
changed and corrupted, and their greed increased. They interfere in the
affairs of the state and, over time, they began to pose a threat to the
Ottoman Empire itself and to its affiliated states. Sultan Mahmud Il only

made the decision to eliminate them permanently
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