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Al-Baramiqa during the Caliphate of Haroon Al-Rasheed
(170-193 A. H/ 786-808 A. D.)

Abstract

The political role of Al-Baramiqa family clearly appeared during the
caliphate of the fifth Abbasid calipha Haroon Al-Rasheed (170-193
A.H./786-808 A.D.). Through the role of this family was observable in the
Islamic Arabic state on earlier than the reign of Haroon Al-Rasheed, its
remarkable appearance on the stage of the political events of the state was
in the era of the calipha Haroon Al-Rasheed; notably, when it held the
power; the government. That was not the case with the preceding eras;
particularly, the Islamic Aumayan one when the members of the family did
not have any effective political role.

The study of Al-Baramiqa family during the caliphate of Haroon Al-
Rasheed forms, in fact, one of the brilliant pager of the Islamic history and
Abbasid history in particular. In this study, we try to shed some light on
significant role played by Al-Baramiqua in that particular time. Apart from
other relevant aspects, we concentrate much here on the political aspect
shown by this family, not for Islamic religion or for the state public
interest, but for the personal interest of the family.

The study falls into four chapters in addition to the introduction and
the conclusion. The introduction presents the importance and reasons of the
study, and also gives a brief account of the four subsequent chapters.
Chapter one in its two sub-sections discusses the origin and religion of Al-
Baramiqa, and their relations with the Islamic Arabic state. Chapter two
deals with the Al-Baramiqa political role during the reign of the calipha
Haroon Al-Rasheed (170-193 A.H./ 786-808 A.D.). in this chapter, there
are the important points raised in three separate sections ; first , the political

role of the authorization minister yahya Al-Barmaqi; second, the political
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role of Al-Fadel bin yahya in directing the politics of the state; finally, the
political duties performed by Ja’far bin Yahya Al-Barmagqi, and his relation
with the calipha Haroon Al-Rasheed. Chapter three, consisting five
sections, studies the factors and reasons that were behind the collapse of
Al-Baramiga during the caliphate of Haroon Al-Rasheed; political,
economical, religious and national reasons. Chapter four, under the title:
“The End of Al-Baramiqa (187 A.H./208 A.D.)”, sheds, in its three
sections, sheds much light on the gradual dispossession of power from Al-
Baramiqa, the events relevant to their end, and the political, economical
and educational consequences appeared on a result of their end. Finally, the
conclusion summarises the political role and position practiced by Al-
Baramiqa during the reign of the calipha Haroon Al-Rasheed, in addition to

some relevant recommendations for future research.
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